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Geography; The Adventure in Your Community

Dates: November 13 to 19, 2011

Theme: Geography; The Adventure in
Your Community

Description: It is part of our work to
ensure that our nation’s youth are Geo-
literate—that they understand how
Earth’s interconnected human,
ecological, and geophysical systems function, and have the ability to apply that
understanding to decision-making and problem solving. This year’s theme of
“finding the adventure in your community” promotes geo-literacy and
explores the idea that one can discover a nearly unlimited amount of new
and amazing things, right in one’s own backyard, just by using
geographic skills and perspectives.

Geography seeks to understand where things are found, why they are there,
and how they develop and change over time; geography is all about what
makes a space a place.

The heart of this year’s theme will revolve around a series of “missions”
that encourage individuals or teams of students, families, or friends to
explore their own communities through geographic eyes, and challenge
them to look at things from a geographic perspective.

By completing a varied series of missions, individuals or teams can earn
“badges” in the four sub-theme categories: photography, storytelling, mapping
and taking action. If they complete every badge, they are proving to the world
that they are able to see their community and the rest of the world with deeper
understanding.

NGEP is working with the up-and-coming UK based non-profit,
[GEOGRAPHY COLLECTIVE] to design the missions that kids of all ages will be
able to choose from to find the adventure in their own community. Missions are
short, achievable by a variety of age ranges and skill levels, and often take a
humorous slant (make a “smell map” of your neighborhood, take an “urban
safari”...). All missions are grounded in the National Geography Standards for|
(and have synergy with the UK standards), focus on the use of

geographic skills, and address a variety of topics in geography.

Opportunities for Engagement

In addition to a few webinars, which will be Did you know?
described in the next newsletter, don’t forget that
we will be we WILL be hosting a training at NCGE

again this year. It is scheduled for Friday August

5th from 10:00 am to 1:45 pm. Massachusetts Geographic
Alliance and the Southeast

For GAWeek 2011 the

This will be a great opportunity to get ready for this Massachusetts Geography

and future years. Please communicate with your Network helped Massachusetts
Alliance Coordinator(s) if you are interested in  students raise $2600 to help build
this opportunity. You must register in advance at

CGE.org fresh, clean water for

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL! approximately 4,000 Liberians.
The architect of this year’s central activity will be

organizing an exciting fieldtrip in addition to speaking at the training. On
Wednesday August 3rd we will be doing an “Urban Earth Walk” through the
green spaces of Portland to create an additional learning tool to use during
GAWeek and beyond. Check out more

wells in Liberia that will provide

If you would like to join us for this 6 to 7 hour hike through the city there will
be a sign up survey sent to all registered training attendees in mid-July.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please Emailﬁkendal@ngs.org.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at geographyawarenessweek@gmail.com or call 202-429-5706
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